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A law that gives students
with disabilities

accommodations so they
can access education.

Few studies have looked at
how families of autistic

students experience Section
504.

Access to accommodations
is often uneven, showing

the need for stronger school
support systems.

Researchers interviewed
23 families of autistic

students to learn:

How they accessed  Section 504 plans

How involved they were in creating the
Section 504 Plans

How well schools provided 
accommodations

Positive: Supportive staff made it
easier for families to access needed

accommodations

Negative: Many schools did not
reliably provide accommodations

Takeaway: Effective Section 504
plans require strong school

commitment and consistent
implementation

This infographic reflects findings from a study with 23
families of autistic students with Section 504 plans.

The contents of this study were developed under a grant from the National
Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and Rehabilitation

Research (90DPGE0101). NIDILRR is a Center within the
Administration for Community Living (ACL), Department of

Health and Human Services (HHS). The contents of this poster do
not necessarily represent the policy of NIDILRR, ACL, or HHS,

and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. If you are
wanting more information, contact Meghan Burke

(Meghan.burke@vanderbilt.edu)

Lindsay, R., Joshi, B., Abaza, N., Smith, B. C., Ramos-Torres, S., Humphries, R., Demissie, S.,
Hincapie, A. L., Burakov, I., Goscicki, B., & Burke, M. M. (2025). Exploring Family Experiences With

Section 504 Plans for Their Autistic Children. Journal of autism and developmental disorders,
10.1007/s10803-025-06856-2. Advance online publication. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-025-

06856-2

Want to learn more? You
can download the

article for free here: DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1007/

s10803-025-06856-2

https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-025-06856-2
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10803-025-06856-2

